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PLATE XCI
RELIGION.    ORIENTAL CULTS.    MITHRAS, JUPITER
HELIOPOLITANUS, JUPITER DOLICHENUS
 1.	BAS-RELIEF FOUND IN THE SUBTERRANEAN SANCTUARY OF
MITHRAS (Mithraeum) at Heddernheim in Germany.   The Persian god Mithras,
the fighter, the god of light and civilization, the conqueror of darkness and
of the elemental forces of nature, was worshipped here by the soldiers of the
Roman camp, which occupied the place of the modern city of Heddernheim m
the Rhine province.    The main place in the sanctuary was occupied by this
relief.   It represents Mithras killing the bull at the bidding of Ahuramazda; out
of the blood of the bull sprang up the corn-ears and the vine.    The allies of
Ahriman—the snake, the scorpion, and the lion—are scared by the dog of Mithras.
To the right and to the left of Mithras stand the personifications of the dawn and
sunset, Cautes and Cautopates.   The scene is represented as taking place in a
cave.    Over the cave are the signs of the Zodiac.    In the medallions which
surround the main image are various episodes of the life and passion of Mithras.
3rd cent. a. d.   Museum, Wiesbaden.
 2.	ONE OF THE MANY VOTIVE TABLETS OF LEAD FOUND IN THE
DANUBE LANDS.    The bas-relief represents the trinity worshipped by the
soldiers and the civil population of the Danube country:  two equestrian gods
in Oriental costume trample under the feet of their horses the symbols of evil
(a human figure) and of the elemental forces of nature (the fish) and worship the
great goddess who stands in the centre (comp. pi. LXXXIX).   Behind the
riders to the left is Mars, the god of war, and. to the right, Nemesis, the goddess of
divine Justice.   Above is the sun-god in his chariot, and busts of the sun and
moon.   Below are scenes from the mystic cult of the trinity : the sacred banquet
in the centre, the sacrifice of the ram and the initiation of a votary by means of
setting on his head the head of the rarn to the left, and the initiation of three
naked votaries to the right.   The lowest panel contains symbols of the cult: the
sacred fish on a tripod, the lamp, the lion, the jug, the serpent, the cock.   The
cult was a mixture of Thracian and Mithraic mysteries.   2nd cent. a. d.   Museum,
Zagreb.
 3.	BRONZE STATUE OF THE SYRIAN GOD JUPITER HELIOPOLI-
TANUS, the Baal who was worshipped in the sanctuary of Baalbek (Heliopolis—
city of the sun), compare pi. LIV.   The statue represents the youthful god in
the primitive form of a xoanon (a plank-image) with a calathos (symbol of fertility)
on his head, dressed in armour with the Egyptian symbol of the sun on the
breast-plate.   In his right hand the god held probably a spear.   The seven busts
on the body represent the seven days of the week.   To the right and left of the
statue are bulls, the sacred animals of the god.   On the pedestal of the statue
is the figure of the goddess Fortune (Tyche).   Various symbolical bas-reliefs
adorn the back of the statue.   2nd~srd cent. a. d.   Private Collection, Paris.
 4.	BRONZE TRIANGULAR PLAQUE, votive, in the form of an arrowhead,
found at Heddernheim.   The bas-relief represents the Baal of Doliche, a town in
Commagene (north Syria).   The god, of Hittite origin, was a powerful god of
war who was worshipped by Roman soldiers all over the Roman Empire.   He is
represented standing on his sacred animal (the bull), clad in a Phrygian cap and
the armour of a Roman soldier, with a long sword on his belt, an axe in his right
and the thunderbolt in his left, crowned by Victory.   Above is the bust of the
sun; below is the female counterpart of the god, with the sistrum of Isis, a torch
and a mural crown, standing on an ass between two figures, probably of Jupiter
Dolichenus rising up from rocks and supporting the busts of the sun and rnoon.
In their hands they hold torches in the form of thunderbolts.   3rd cent. a. d.
Museum, Wiesbaden.

